PARENT NEWSLETTER

Authority

The home is the center for biblical guidance. This newsletter is for
you, the parent, to discuss with your teenager the biblical truths
and principles discovered in their small group Bible study.

The class that your teenager is a part of uses a Bible study
curriculum called Fuel Ignited: Living Your Faith. These
studies will help teenagers live out their faith through their

Why Authority Is Important

The family is not the only place where teens must learn to
deal with authority figures. They have to develop healthy
relationships with teachers, coaches, employers, and
church leaders. Unfortunately, the world does not always
provide healthy role models for how to react to authority.
Movies and television, as well as the real-life drama

of celebrities’ lives, portray many examples of defying
authority and getting away with it. Scripture teaches that
we don’t have to agree with those in authority over us to
show them respect. These sessions will reveal God’s plan
for relating to authority figures.

Key Points from Their Bible Study
- You are to respect authority because God has placed
them in your life for your benefit (Rom. 13:1-7).

Life Question: Why do I have to respect that person?

« You can show respect to an authority by not being
rebellious or confrontational, but by using words
and actions to exhibit and encourage right actions
(1 Sam. 26).

Life Question: How do I show respect to authority
figures?

« When you work to please the Lord, you show
faithfulness, dependability, and responsibility
(Col. 3:22-24; 2 Thess. 3:6-13; Titus 2:9-10).

Life Question: What make me a good employee?

« You can support church leaders through your obedience,
prayers, and finances (1 Tim. 5:17-18; Heb. 13:16-19).

Life Question: How can I support the leaders of my
church?

relationships and influence. This newsletter hits the key points in
the current Fuel Ignited study. Use this to engage your teenager
in discussion. This can take place during a designated time the
two of you have set aside, or it can take place as you grab those
teachable moments as you travel in the car together.

Discussion Starters

- Talk to your student about authority figures in his or her
life who are hard to respect. Ask: Is it any better to show
disrespect behind someone’s back than it is to show
disrespect to their face? Why or why not? Talk about
Romans 13:1-7 and how it applies to anyone whom your
student has difficulty respecting.

- Talk with your student about a time when you
disagreed with a teacher, coach, or employer about a
task you were given and how you responded. Discuss
the opportunities to be a witness to your Christian faith
by the way you respond.

- If your student has a part-time job, ask what the rules
for employees are. Lead your student to explain why
those rules are important. Ask: What should be your
motivation for being a good employee, aside from
receiving a paycheck? What would it say about your
respect for God, as well as your employer, if you
followed all the rules even when no one was watching?

- Obtain a list of your church staff and, if possible, the
volunteer leaders in your church. Plan with your student
how your family could show support to each of those
leaders over the next few weeks.
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